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**\ For we are not as many who corrupt the 
«| of God ; but as of Sincerity, but as of God }. 
** | the Siptit of God, ſpeak we in Chriſt *?. 
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| ACTS XX. 20. (18 
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—[ kept back nothing that was on. 
rable uni you 


HIS. latter Part of the Chapt, from. 
the 18th. Verſe to., the End. of fit,- 8-2, ©; 
moſt ſolemn ' Fareyell-Sermon,, which ; j 

.. the! bleſſed. Apoſtle preached to the: 
Elders of the Church of Epheſus.. The text lies: 7 

in that'Part of his Diſcourſe wherein he. vindicatcs - 

his c own Sincerity among them, both as to his Conn” > | 
yerſation and his Dodtrine. ., : In, the two y bangs 6 

Verſes he Appeals to their; Conſciences how. he -- 

had lived and converſed among them, —* Ye know,” 

'« from 
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4 Four; the firſt Day that I came into Aſia, after 
{what Manner I have been with you, at all Seaſons 
« {erving the Loxp with all Humility of Mind, 
« and with many Tears? Happy the Miniſter 
who thus goes before his People, and ſhews then 
the Way to Heaven by his own holy Example, 
and has thus the Teſtimony of it in the Conſct- 
ences: of - his' Heaters 1 And as theſe” Verſes thew 
us how he lived, ſo the Text tells us how he Preach- 
ed. He*Appeals to their Conſciences for this alſo, 
« T -haye - kept back fothing that was profitable = 
« unto you.” "The like Plainnefs and Imparti- 
ality he diſcovers in Verſe 27, © I have not 
« ſhunned to declare unto you all the Counſel of 
«GCOD.” He does not intend ftriftly the whole 
Counſel of GOD 3. far.. who but” GOD: himfelt 
carr do that : But that he had not ſhunned to de- 
clare to them thaf of rhe CounſeF of GOD which 
was neceſſary to their Happineſs and Salyation ; 
he had concealed from' them no important/and? ne4 
ceſſary 'Truch : and thus is the Text to be under- 
ſtood. 4 He" had kept back nothing* that. he 
thought © profitable? For their Souls';” though at 
the fame Time there might 'be 'many "Things (and 
Truths too) which he did nor think profitable, and 
therefore did nor declare them to them. And hap- 
py the Miniſter when he-can thus Appeal 'in this 
Caſe alſo, to the 'Conciences of his Hearers, with 

Regard 


| two plain Things in, diſcourſing, upon them, v12. 
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' The Words. are-plain, .and- 1. ſhall attempt theſe 


p25 - 
" 


An Ordination SERMON, 9. 


Regard to his Preaching, as well as his Converſation. 
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I..'To cqgnſider ſome. Things for a Miniſter - $13 
the Goſpel to infiſt on as profitable for his 'Hear- J:54 
ers, and which by no Means ſhould' be kept back -- 
from then, | hs L 


AF 
And; © [ 


| A T 4 A | 
II. To ſhow that it is Ike to be happy for/ the 


People, and for the Miniſter,” when theſe profitable 
and important "Things are "inſiſted on, and "not ©: 
kept back from them. - "The firſt of theſe I ground - 
on the great-Apoſtle's Vindication of himſelf, and 2 
the-other from: what he expreſly; declares, I ſhall - 
be Brief in ſaying a few-plain./ Things undex'cach - * 
of theſe Heads. p | {tf 
Wh Pak 

I. "There are 'Fruths eſpecially proper, CG aule, +=. ; 
Profitable, to\ be inſiſted on by. a Miniſter, ; "Truths + 
which are of the greateſt, Importance to be. mcul- -b 
cated upon his Hearers, "There are indee 'fore FE 
Things which both Miniſters and People may think = 
of great Importance ro be inſiſted 'on, which in := 
FaRt are of no Weight in Rehgion, and” wi gs 
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be metitioned at a} ; but yet there are Truths of 
. the preateſt Inipiitabcs; which |< ſhould - not be 
« kept-back from tem;” | but openly ' and faith- 
rully declar* d. 


"Thus - \ It 181 | profitable ro ell them py the 
Unhappiack and Miſery . pf a Yate, of Eſtrange- 
ment from GOD and Holineſs; for_ the Con- 
tequence of this muſt be, that there 1s no Hap- 
pineſs to. be enjoyed, and every Evil to be-6xpett- 
ed, —GOD is the ſupreme Good, the Centre of all 
Happipets. - ** lh his Favgur is Life, and his Lov- 
*{ ing-kindnefs; is .infintely; better,” "This Happi- 
neſs the. Man; going -0n in his Sins, #s; ſhut out 
from; and-can hayE no Proſpet of, —He' muſt 'necds 
be an Objett of the divine | Diſpleafure, a Miſery 
which none cam defcribe-till they are/ able to rel] 
the Power: of it, which none in this/State can do; 
a Miſery this, including every 'Thing-Troublefome 
and Vexatious in this World, as Shame, Poyerty, 
vickneſs, Pains, and Death, join'd with Torment 
and Vexation. of Mind, atiling from a Senſe of 
Guilt and the Wrattt of GQD conſequent upon 
it, binding him over 19, the exquiſite and unknown 
Miſeries ; nthe World. to come. This is the Mi- 
ſery, and this the Unkappinefs, of a moral Diſtance 
from an. holy GOD, and- Sinners ſhould, in the 
phineſt Manner, be told of it, how nograteful ſo- 
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\otar 4 Repreferttition of it rays be/|to thei char 
they may be awakened to: make. haſte to - 


our” of "ir, which _—_ never” will 'be- like- \ta: do 
withour it: » | | Tree 


£4 5h ; 1t 18 -ofrable: to < them of the [P4g-" 
viſton that is wade for their Help and: Delivetarice 
out-of this unhappy'and dreadful State. - Miſerable” 
would it be indeed for the World, were there 
Way of Eſcape out of a State of Sin and” 
So far would it be from a Thing profitable to 
them, and an Atof Kindneſs, .to be told of w_ 
Miſery, that it. would be the greateſt Crue 
ns wort, an Infult upon Men in Miſery. 


+ But iſuch js/ the Grice. of GOD in Cratts 
Ts 8vs, that a Way-i5” laid: open for the. $i ns 
Kſcape ; a Way , provided- by-the- San of 
Grace and Holineſs purchaſed! by/ him, .and; mY 
Help-of the :Diyige Jpirit, ro- eftable” Sinnets-to- 
forſake their: Sins and- become: H6ly; offered.in. the - 
Goſpel, and thus to eſcape-the Wrath; to comg, 't0;: 
obtain-an:Iotereft/in; the; old Favour, [aritl-gour 7 
Pleat: Happineſs in: Heaven, at- laſt, - He \gaye-, 
" himſelf fo far; us to.redeen..us; frpm all 'Ta 
'«, arid-to-purify- to himſelf. a, peguliar- People: Zen | 
«. 4ous;of . good Works,” And-this mult .be moſt-; 
weeds noone, at. the. fame Time, they. 
y us hear 
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hearof 'their Miſery; they rh2y have the glad [Tid+" 

ings of a Remedy.” Some Divines infift much og 
the Tertors of 'the Law; as if they'alone were what 
Sinners ſhould be told of, which alone can tend to 
nothing but to drive them to deſpair. The Repre- 
ſentation of a Sinner's Miſery can be of no other 
Service to him'than to awaken, his Fears, and give 
Wings to his Flight to the provided /Remedy for 
his Eſcape : Therefore . whatever be omitted thus 
ſhould-nor. 


Again ; how Profitable for the Preacher to ſhew 
his Hearers the Neceſlity and Beauty of Holineſs, 
which is upon all * pd abſolutely neceſſary 
and important, haying all our Happineſs in both 
Worlds, depending on the Praftice of it, and every 
Miſery following upon the Negle& "of 'it ? Tr is 
that which ſecures the' gracious Preſence of GOD 
with us in this World, and prepares us for the in- 
conceivable Happineſs of a better, as well as fe- 
cures us from the Wrath' ro come: And this Ho- 
lineſs, that is upon all Accounts ſo neceſlary, is alſo 
very amiable and lovely in itſelf. | Nothing fo 
great a 'Glory tro, -and reflefts ſo'great an Honour 
upon, Mankind. It is nothing lefs than the Image 
of "GOD impreſſed upori theSoul ; and as it renders 
us like the Lleſſed GOD, -ſo like the bleſſed An- 
gals; thoſe perfedtly holy Spirits, whoſe oo 

ory 
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Glory lies in their near Conformity'to the y 
GoD, in the. moral PerfaAlons of. his Natu d 
renders them like che - Spirits of juſt Men!) made 
perfe& in Heaven. _ And it is this which -makes 2 3 
Man's Face to ſhine in this World, and makes hin 47 

. 


;/and 


© more Excellent than his. Neighbour ” who. is , 3 
deſtitute, of jr, - And what now-can be more|P roi 4 


table than a plain Repreſentation: of theſe 'Th 
Fhere is ſo tanch Depending Upon theſe, th : 
Fan. neyer beitog,plamly nor. too, frequently Fae Z'Y 
_upop-, Of as mygh Importance as jis the: P) fi 
of Holineſs for Mankind, and a full View of it, of 
the ame. Ifipertance is -it-to., haye.- theſe Things 
plainly reprofented. to,,and not kepe: back from, he 13 
. People. bs al | | bt 
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\ Again ; how pas 1 ro ſhew our D FM 
on the Spirit of GOD, and our need of tos lis Grace 
to enable. us to practice this Holineſs the Goſpel _ 
[requires ?/ Such is our Weakneſs, and Impotency, J.. 
conſequent -upon, the firſt Apoſtacy, to the Praftice , . 
of Holineſs, though fo neceffary and beautiful, aid * 
\tuch- our Prejudice againſt it, that we ſhall: never 4+ 
\be able ro Pradtice it, if left encirely to ourſelves, Z 
deſtitute of the Spirit and Grace of GOD to bet, —_ 
. bus : Though! arthe ſame Ting we have the earl: 
Encoyragement t co hope, that upon our fi ncers, __  _: 
vg and 'afting for ths Orc WE Gall obtain. 7 
How *© 
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How fweet and; grafious) that. Promule | from the 
Mouth of four! bleſſed Lox Dp, << every , one who 
«< afkethreceiyeth,) and be that feeketh haderh, and 
Þ to'him wWhokeod=hijr ſhall be-opened'?*” How 
neceffary and profitable to be told '& thete- Things, 
that'we might” ba'Þbrought "to '{ee* the Neceffity of 
our Dependanceen'the Spiric and Grace of 'GOD 
to-enable us to praftice the | Holineſs which is ne- 
celfary to-our Happineſs ? Its certain onr Weak- 
neff to what is" good is ſuch, that we ſhall never be 
zble without Help from the'divine Spirit to Praftice 
it ;"and this Help from Above we have no Reaſon 
yer b&like'to ſeck-16-GOD for it, till we are fully 
perſwaded of our Neceſlity, and the ample Security 
we have of obtaining this Help upon our ſeeking 
for 't-in a becoming Manner. | | | 


[. | 


. "Again,; conſequent upan this how ,profible to 
be: told that Mankind.have ſomething to do them- 
ſelves: to be made Holy, and ſo Happy 4 ;The 
Nereiy of 68r! Dopahlar=* on nh ok, an 
Grace of GOD in the Buſineſs. of - Religion by 
ſome is carried fo ar as to leave.no, Room far-any 
[Thing to be done by Men themſelyes, which is,a 


 Doftrine exceedingly. pleaſing to, Siggers that arc 
Flockful . to. take any Pains to become 


Virtuous, 
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"which hare a 68 whe 19 convert and ſave, Them. 


Virtuous, Whereas ids Profits ped, und it 
pendance on the Grace of GOD! for Men: to 
ſtill -and do nothing in in hopes-that GOD willdotall 
withour them, and all under a falſe Precenges of 


ans maynges Gament GOD. + 


- 


"£5 certain that ng Man ag 
{clf-eithont Help from , GOP, and as certain 
GOD: will geyer: be like! 9; affonl} his Spirit upd 
Grace, except whens Man.can be peaſyraded3o 0 
Oe ey tus an Endpavours ol "= 


GOD. works j wiah Men while they Rs 
ſelves with, Diligence 4nd Conſcience to the Meats 


wit 


A. Miſtake hers 'is of yery:dahgerous Conſequence. 
It is one of the moſt, faal Rrrocs Sinners cam x\in 
to. This aben is what. ſhould be infiſted,/ pg-apd! 
faithfully declar'd, thai: Men” may n&\ Heceive 
theraſelves and cheat their Sevils into; Miſery, -'The 
Man. that cannot be perſwaded to uſe. his own Et 
deavours far Holmeſs and . Heaven, may! be [ſue 
never to-abtain. them, 'How Lg Gr 
Pa Oey; inggleazo,?. = $49 Ul 
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And then thnds 3 to be cold of the 
after /all of Meriting any "Thing, to be ſure the 
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great Happineſs of Heaven by our beſt Endeayours, 
and that-if eyer we obtain it,-it muſt 'flow from the 
free:/Gtrace of GOD'in- J=sus Fin £187T—-TIr is our 
Duty:towork out our-own Salvation,:and/to be” as 
Indufttieus.in-it;143 if the whole. of, it was entirely 
within the Compaſs of our own Power ; and yet 
_ after all to have our De pendance on the Grace of 
as "entirely as if w we bad done nothing at 
all "We cannot in Reaſon 1 imagi ine'ſo vain a TOE 
reg the Happitieſs of Heaven by the 
bene, we are capable of yielding to the di- 
vine Commands. / TEA Salvation of a Shiner muſt 
Lore from the rich and free Grace of GOD, *« not 
<-of Works leſt any Man ſhould Boaft :*' Even 
thefirſtopening a' Way to'it 'upon certain Terms 
-and-Conditions ; .through the''Sox' bf GOD, and 
mhen'the offering and- promiſing of it uport the Ful- 
filmentof thoſe Conditions, was the Efte& of his 
boundleſs / Grace. He is'indeed fo gracious as to 
Promiſe the great Happineſs of the heavenly World 
ro us £64 the fake oF his '6wn dear) Sow upon the 
fincerelove and pratice of tiniverfal Holineſs, and 
in this Light and View - it: would be maſt not to 
crown us-with it”; but then! it is not becauſe our 
fincere Obedience and moſt perfe& Services deſerve 
fo great a Happineſs, but from his rich Grace who 
has why ont It, "Aker _, we int; taught by our 
| | "1: Saviotr 
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Sabioie to acknowledge ourſelves to be but-<*" 7jn- 


«« profitable pexyarity.7 F.5q | : 
And thus 1 might, mention the important - PE Kt 1h 
ot|a Judgmenc to come; when all che World muſt 5 31- 
receive according. to the Deeds done in the s 1” 
and the greatneſs of the Happineſs and Miſery f ol- '' 
lowing the final. Judgment, the, main Pillars upon, ; 
which. all Religion ſtands, which muſt needs be 8" *''& 
moſt profitable to, be inſiſted 0n,— = -- : 
But I muit pale on to conſider, , 
. 
1 As-was pr oped, Hobo; is it like to > be for j.2 
the. Miniſter, an happy for the People, when 1} 


theſe and the like 1 important Truths are not ke ept. 
back from them. This we ground on. the Appeal 
the great Apolile here makes ro his' Hearers, which 
may be underſtood as a great Fayour to them and 
a Happineſs, to himſelf, as well as a Vindication of 
his own Sincerity,— | 


i %. a V4 * | 4 «2. 4,4 Fu We " —— . ® 


1; Its ke to be happy for a People when bh 
the preaching of 'the' Goſpel "the moſt profitable 84. 
'Fruths are delivered to them. "What a great Ad- 35 
yantage -muſt ic 'be to the Hearers Fs thoſe , 
Things of the greateſt Importance and of the high- 
eſt Concernmenr are inculeated up9n them 2” 
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- The rwo main Advantages which are tobe rex- 
ped from the preaching of the. G ; and which 


it was eſpecially deſign'd for, are the bringing 
Mankitd ts the Knowledpe of the Thihgs neceſ- 


'to'rheir Salyariorf;/ahd then to the Love and" 
of them : Aa York theſe/ are like ro be 
the happy Adrantages/f havitg the plain | Pruths 
of the Goſpel inſiſted on;explained. and'urged upon 
them * Where this'is done the Fault xmift needs be 
their own, if this be not' the Rappy- Conſequence 
of it. 


4. Thoſe EL enjo ſuch ſaid and profitable 
reaching of the Goſpel are like to be Happy in 
his Reſpett, even to, be brought to a right Uncer- 
nding of the Things hecelſaty'to their eternal 
and Happineſs—The Foundarion of all Re- 
= of. any IEP with GOD mil be laid in 
owledge and Underſtanding, It is neceſſary to 
our pleaſing GOD in our Seryices, and reaping the 
Advantage of them to ourſelves ; 'i without 'Know- 
ledge theHeart cannot be good? if ws ds virtu- 
eus Aion Ignorantly; what Virtne,can'thereibe in 
'2 Now to bring:Mankind to a, right Underitand= 
Cds Dry: which. muſt be...previous to, the 
anceptabler Praftice of it, is one great Deſign-of the 
Inftinuion-of the Goſpel. Miniſtry, Men: gamuzally 
are very -Ignoraat of -the 'T Hay of -GOD, "326d 


which 
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which relate to het enindd Dedde nnd Hap 
And there are many Temptagors which Mankind 
we fyrronnded with, all tending to keep them in 
Dackneſs, and jncrea their Ignorance. Now 40 =; 
help and — | hi under this Miſery, 
GOD in great Merc pmpaliion p the World 
has inſtituted the Raft liniſtry ; R AAS þ a 
"Y | Order of Meg fwhoſe great Buſinels Aiguld. be ro 
{tudy. and uodetſtand the great Things necell: 
Salvation, andthen. to, Teach. then to the Woh : : 
Sg the great Apoſtle” 0 Commiſſion rugs, to ** opept l 
Meo's ge agd. 16. turn them from Darkneſ to < 
Light,” And whep: they zre. Faithful and plain in ; 
daing this; what i is. kke to he | iy Conſequence « of po 
| it but this, that, Mankind ſhould come .to the right _ 
Underſtanding of their Duty: 4 This } 1s the dired, 
burage only Way 46.it ; far Men ſhould ſtudy an a 
read the! Bible aberaſelves, ang cry Fey an 
Conſtancly roche [Father,of Lights,-to bring th ey | 
to the) Knowledge af; the RS VII 19 theix $64 


Happineſs: ot ; 
wy And then. 
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\ibrly. Anathet happy Eonfequence af ſuch 
Preadhing is like: 40:be this; that Morking a ta 


be br t6 the Love and Pradtice of the 'T | 
ts to their \'fal HappineR.. he ro 
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alone will never-be-ſufficient for this ;'there muſt 
be the Pratice/of 'Holineſs in\ order to Happineſi. 


Said our Saviour 'to his Hearers, Fobn ix. 17. if 


T7 Bnow theſe Things, happy are ye'rf ye do them, 
Knowledge ſhould only make Way for 'the rational 


Pratice of our Duty, which is neceſſary to Happi- 
| nefs. Pradtice ſhould be our Aim and End in "al 
our Knowledge of the Will of 'GOD ;' and EXCePt 
it does end in this, it will ſerye 0 ih to expoſe us 
to'be © beaten with many Stripes, ” as our bleſſed 
Loxp has told us. 'Now there is as great Danger 
of Men's negle&ing their Pury, as there is of their 
remaining Ignorant of it : That Diſinclination to 
Holineſs there is in them, and the many Temipta- 
rions from without them, expoſe them to negle&t 
their Duty, arid to continue in the Praftice of Vice, 

how great” ſoever their Knowledge be. Now to 
'. help us under this Part of our Miſery alſo, ſuch 
has been the Grace of GOD, and fuck his Concern 


5 © for the Welfare of Sinners,as ts inſtirute the Goſpel 


Miniſtry ; one great Deſign whereof is to urge, 
iatreat, and beſeech Men to praftice Holineſs ; 
and where the great 'Things whichrelate to Men's 
eternal Safety are plainly urged upon them—What 
is like ro be the Conſequence of this, but chat Sin- 
ners 'will be” made afraid of-their- Vices, and pers 
ſwaded to Repentance and a Lite of Holineſs ? to 
be how this would be theCaſe if it-was not Sinners 


Own 


% 
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awn Faults, - 'Thus-fueh are like;to;be the happy 
F ruits ſhapes [Effefts of; the phin- Preachingſof, 


-of the IP to'a ſt or : | 

hi 
| 2, Ii is Tiks' to be Tn for a Miniſter Tr. ; i 
happy. for. the Preacber as well 2s.for the People.; FE > eos 
and thac ypon three Pgunes $23 only. ſhall ing) Ys 
mentioned—As, bY | Pb 
| | ; 4 ' 
'x:\ Such Miniſters are like to have the Pleafure  - 


and; Satisfaftion of ſecing Holineſs Flouriſhing and *; 

Increaſing by theit Miniſtry. There is no greater "Mz 
Joy;ahd Satisfaftion to a good Miniſter, 'than -that 
which reſults from the' "unblameable Holineſs] of 
his: Hearers Lives, their unfainting Perſeverance | in 
Ways, of well-doing, « Now we live,” ſays theApo- 
ſtle,'r Theſ." mW. 8. If ye ſtand faſt in theLoxp,” 
that is,-we' live- a Life of Joy and Comfort ;/ no 
Joy,” no Comfort Tikeit, none comparable with i It; 

And nothing tends more to fink, and deaden, and 
break the* Spitirs*of a fairhful Miniſter, than to fee 
his Hearers Wicked and Diſobedient untter his Mi: 
niſtry \ Now the moſt likely Way 'to acquire! this 
Wop: " to be deliyered from. this'forrow of Hearr, 
is to be faithful. in (Thewing to his Hearers| the 


Things whith are 'nioſt'Profitable, and of the great- 
eft 
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to be Rite, we” fot tbc to'\ bo) 
Way, believing that) 2 gracibus/ f 
conſiſtently in the Kingdom of / as 1n the 
Kingdom of Nature. This 3 it 18 ek & may bb be 


Aye viſible, when it 1s real, (inc 14a of 
GOD is within Mey; ahd comes 


rion or outward Shets ; ard if hv Theul q fil wy i 
Happineſs and foy of Ieeing Hts ts flourif 
under his faithful Miniſtry ;—Yer, 


+8. This Happiheſ will ariſe from: bis Faithfully 
Jockey the inoſt profitible /Trithg-eo bis Pedro, 
even the Peace antl SatisfaRioh' of his own Conſri- 
ence. \\ There' is, there can: be ag greater Happi- 
neſfs-on this ſide the heavenly; World, than For « 
Man- upon-ſolid Grounds to; haye- kit Conſtitncy 
witneſſing for Him; iand ſpeaking Peace to him ; Tt 
is a Maner. of the: greateſt -Joy a ud Comfort, ſq 
fays the Apofile, 2 Corinth." i,19. Fe have this 
for our Rejoicing, the T eſtimony of gar Cryſciencery 
that in| Stmplicity:and. godly Sincerity, ' not. with 
Rieſbly Wiſdom, but by the Grave of .GOD we had 
our Converſation. mn the tort, da, bath as  Manfters 
and Chriſtiane.  Apd lays le, 1/Jehn:iii, 
203-2 1. If 2ur Pear? condemn us of pE9Ps Is ; Wirgl 


than our Heart we d noweth elied 


if 6 our Hegris © con ndenta a, Nth bave we Con- 
ence 


Pnite titvirdd GOD where) by Heite, he doubr, 


is irttemdedCon feience + atid [ro be fufe this will be 


the happy Fruit' of 'x""Miniſter's Faithfaleſe (In 
ſhewing to his Hearers the 'Things of the gee 
Concernment to them, it they keep back, nothin 
which the think profitable to. them, SO 
ave the Tory and Satafabion of fering the -* 
of. their fauhful Labours FEES or not, 
ey will Have this Joy; this Satisfaftion, even the 
+ ihohy of a | Food Chificnes htiber"d 
will "hear, vr whether they forhear, they muſt ad 
they SAL tive Peace, 4nd Noth of Mind, ''Tt 
is toe, 1t\'will be a great Grief of 'Soul tb ſch A 
Mihifter #hd h# will miotiem in ſeeter fot it, to 
his Hegvefs gong oh if their Sins withour Con- 


68 ind making haſte t6Deftrudtivn ; - yer; when 
e tlirhs is Thoughts iiwait upon his Sin 


ind Fidelicy, it mult he a Spting of Joy and-Gom- 


fort ws himi, 


> And then, 


2dly, "They will have this Happineſs of wY 
able to-give vp.* good Account. at ih, and of being 
ſure 'F receiving the Reward of faithful Servants. 
And OK ! how great-a Happineſs ys: *.— The, Mis 
niſters of the Goſpel as well as the reſt of the 
World muſt be called to giye.an Accomnt of .them- 
ſelves, how they hare Ag 6 the, Duyes: y bf 
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their great Truſt, before the Tribunal of Chriſt: 
«« They watch for Souls,” fays the Apolile, 4 as 
ce —_ _ muſt give an ———— 


| 


” And when they a are+ faithful in ſhewing 1 to Man: 
kind: thoſe Things of the greateſt Concernment to 
them, and moſt nearly relate | to their, eternal Vel 
fare : If they ſhun not to declare the Cauſe of the 
LoxD to them, what .a joyful Account will they be 
able to give, and what a glorious Reward will they 
receive, of the freeGrace of , GOD in Cuz1sT JE- 
8Us ? Af by their, F idelity.chey turn many.to Righ- 
reouſnels, they will <; ſhine as the brightneſs of the 
« Fixrmament,and as the Stars of Heaven for : ever 
« and ever.” ,. Said our;bleſſed Lozp,. 4, Who is 
« that faithful. and wiſe Steward, who provideth his 
© Meat,in due Seaſon for - his Houſhold.'' Bleſſed 
« js that Servant whom his Loxn when he:cometh 

* ſhall find fo doing.” Bur it they are not Succeſs- 
Ful, ſtill they will be © a ſweer Savour'unto-GOD 
«in thoſe who periſh, as well as in thoſe who are 
« fared,” which: the Apoſtle tells us was his Sup- 
port—Pideliry and not Succeſs will be the Meaſure 
or Srandard of a Miniſter's $85 Rey a gracious 


O es Comfort, ti Eabonrs ION! is here 


to ſhew' to our Hearers the Things of the greateſt 


Importance 
# 


a 'Ordination SER MON. 23 


Importance to them-; and thus we ſee its like | to 


be happy for the Pedplaj and well for theMiniſter, 
when"the "Things moſt-profitable for them are, in- 


ſiſted __ in the Diſpenſation of the a | 


The Diſcourſe has been ſo plain and padihl 
that T may now properly cloſe with ſaying a Word 


or two to: my worthy Brother, (at. whoſe Deſire I 


ſtand here) now|to be ſeperated to the Work of 
the} Miniſtry in this Place, and then;to the Ch ch 
andCongregation who are to be his ſpecial Charge 


We: "Yo | 
It would be needleſs' for me to repeat the- in 
portant Truths profitable for you to inſiſt upon lin 
the Courſe of your Miniſtry, and the Advantages 
which thereby will be likely to reſult from it, both 
to. you and to your People—As to the ſublime and 
myſterious Do&rines of the Goſpel, as a worthy 
Divine 'of ours obſerves, «The Eſſence of GOD, 
* the Manner of the divine Subſtance—the Decrees 
« of GOD, Predeftination, EleQtion, Reprobatiqn, 
*« the Manner of the divine Operations upon his 
i« Creatures, upon moral Agents, and of the G4: 
© in the Conyerfion of a Sinner, (which ſome 
«« light to dwell upon in their Preaching,) they 


* / the OP Things of GOD which the Spirit 'bf 
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3 » GOD alone can featch out.” And when, you 
mention them, if you ure wite ahd hare a humble 
Senſe of 'your own Weakneſs and Ignotancty you 
will-not be wiſe abore what is Written, leaſt you 
darken Counſel by Words without Knowledge. Be 
content with the Words of the Holy Ghoſt, be- 
i eving that ha Tring are ſer 1 &. Kd beſt and 
Mt trueſt Light by Him. Ls Fa an Creeds and 
Covfeſſions, te the Bl bte theNew! Teſtament, be 
| the Statidard of your Preaching * And taking heed 
| to this as to a Tight flining in Datthels you will 
| not be ike to rar into thofe Errors which Mankind 
Fall into where the Scriptures are negleted, and 
the Oracles of Men have a greater Regard paid to 
them; than the Oracles of 'GOD, \ ' * 


ER ND EE LN SST vs 
A F , is , «=. A TG 04 
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Says che pious Mr. Baxter, n 'hat has been 
the Plagte of theWorld, and ſer he Churches on 
«Fre for-gbove theſe Thouſand Yer, is. Men's 
*/cofhpeGng,,and; then impoſing, Cree eds and  Coy- 

« Zeſſions-in their -own Words 'and Phraſes, and 

© aot/in Seripture-Lan e ”; and this will ever 

= he the. Conſequence, ti | Men have more Modeſty 
and more-Manners than to tax the Sctipture-Lan- 


Word a roo. genera), and think they by their own 
ords.can mend it, He adds, that| * if Mankind 


| * would athere Nedfaſtly "to the Seriptures, they 
AF © © wapld find it a" much better Way to keepoour 
WM; F” " © Herely, 


_ 
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ce Hereſy, and to effabliſk” Orthodoxy in | the 
=; Chatch 6 GOD; than any Human Creeds."4n 


« Confet ohis" Whrever Thus, 7 A 


Difficulties enough, as thoſe of us who long ag0 
| haye entred. pro the, Miniſtry camaſſuce you, vill 
\; Arad yourin.che Fachful Diſcharge of che Dinics 
of Your Office, fuch: as ,will:foon, WY, Joon,. £92- 
Yinee, you. of the; Neceſlity, of; depending, uponsa 
Power ,Superior, to. your, own, gycnupon the, gow 
erful Influenecs, and, Aſiſtances. of the divine Spixic, 
19, epable you, to Gonguer, and. Overcome, ang. 19 
prelerve you from, ſinking -under 'the Weight of 
then ;: and will 'move-you to. be Earneſt and Con- 
, Nant,in your, Cries. to. the GOD of all Grace, for 


that Grace which may be ſufficient for you :—Ag 


as Fo Dependance mult, and.ill be' on the'Spi 
and Grace of GOD, 19 your 48d! Argittieat” 
Support, mult be drawn from | the other "Wot 
from thoſe diſtinguiſhing *Regafds"of it you "With 
rective;/if © yoy ate faitHfubto"the Death." gi 
gi $503hivo0Ty! Hain (1 fpoffo .T41 2H) 


'Þ« 1); 
". 


i” by 


I (149 a0 HOUND [5 ( {ets 7 Ot 1 N\ 7s) 
11 The 50RD! now grant the '\Aſhftances of his 
Spitnt} and»{Faiqh in - thoſe! fature- Rewards:.j thir 


: 


-_- 


- 
- 


you, may be able; wyheh you ccome to-leaver your 
:Peaple, by being called 10/[Jeiver cher World; figo 
make the ſanje|Appealithe; blef{&d Apoſtle: 

t6!'\lis Hearers, © I haye not ſhunned to de- 
Toy rb 1M yo fT - Clare 
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«.clare what is/profitable- in the ſel of GOD | 

«* to you.” And: thus © when the « Shepherd 
 «« ſhall appear, you hiws receive A Crown of Glory 

« that fadeth not __— | 


And to the "Clfrrek and Congretjativn'in this 
Place :—My Brethren, we this Day Lament and yy 
Mourn with you, the Removal of your late worthy | 
Paſtor from you, who was not ſuffered to continue 
by Reaſon of Death; * ' whoſe juſt 'Chara&ter, T 
make no doubr, has been given by better | Hands 
than mine. © Remember him who tak had the Rule | 
« oyer you, whoſe Faith (follow, conſidering the 8 | 
« End of his Conyerſation ;** be concerned to call 4 
to Mind, and hearken to, his Faithful Counſels and "1 
Warnings given to you, that they may not die with 
him ; and be humbling yourſelyes "7 Day before 
GOD. for all yourUnfruitfulneſs under his faithful 
x | Miniſtry. And / at the fame 'Time would we bow 
i the Knee:to the GOD and FatHzs of our Lozp 
Jzsvs CnzrsT, who in his kind Providence has 
led you ſo unanimouſly to make Choice of him to 7 
[/ de your | 
the Loxp./ Receive him: as a mon Gift-of 4 
our aſcended: Loxpd 'and Saviouk to you, and 
(eſteem him very/highly in | Loye' for his Work's 
"ce, and be at Peace among ab lelves, | 

White 


- 6. The hee. Mr. Benjdinin Baſs. 
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An Ordination SERMON, *%7: 
While you generouſly provide for his outward” 
Comfort and Support, as. we hope and truſt you 
will ; (though few Churches in the Land do it, bur 
quiet their Conſciences and liberally Reward: theip 
Miniſters by giving them Renuttances to the other 
World ;) be more concerned to profit by his Mi- 
niſtry, which will be Matter of far greater Joy and 
) Satisfation to him.—-Do not fink and break his 
Spirits by deſpiſing ' his faithful Miniſtry among 
you, either by neglefting to attend upon it,. or by 
living Wickedly under it,which will be unprofitable 
for. you, and oblige him when called to - give up 
his| Account at laſt, to render it up with Grief and 
not with Joy—And now: Brethren, © We: com- 
*« mend you to GOD and to the Word of his 
« Grace which is able to build you up, and to give 
| *« you an Inheritance among all them who are 


*« ſantified.” AMEN, 
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